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Natural Resources
Although Point Sur Lightstation

was acquired for its historic
resources, the State Historic Park
also contains significant natural
resources including beach, coastal
dune, coastal sage scrub and
tidepool habitats.  These
environments harbor many special
status plant and animal species
such as snowy plovers and
Peregrine falcons.

   Western Snowy Plover

 PLANNING PROCESS
ment of Parks and Recreation is in the process of preparing a general plan for Point Sur
This plan will become the primary management document for this unit that provides a
long-term goals and guidelines, and defines a broad framework for the park’s future
 management, and public use.
Planning Objectives
At the first public meeting in January, attendees were invited

to share their concerns and opinions about the future of Point
Sur State Historic Park.  A summary of public concerns is listed
on page 2 of this newsletter.  From this first meeting, several
goals and objectives were developed to guide this planning effort
and help formulate the planning alternatives that will be shared
at our next public meeting on September 24th.   Some of these
objectives include:

! Provide a safe tour parking and staging area.
! Provide a safe and appropriate entrance to the park.
! Interpret the unique natural and cultural resources of the

park, including the Cold War-era Naval Facility.
! Protect and enhance the area’s sensitive natural

resources.
! Provide for the park’s maintenance and administrative

needs.
! Provide for the district’s housing needs.
! Enhance viewshed while preserving historic features
! Restore, adapt, and reuse historic buildings, where

appropriate.
neral Plan for Point Sur State Historic Park became a priority when California
he adjacent decommissioned Point Sur Naval Facility in 2000.  Additionally, the
ng concerns to be addressed before much-needed restoration and preservation

1



2

Issue 2           September 2002
Point Sur State Historic Park General Plan
Pt. Sur Naval Facility – Historic Resource

The adjacent land and structures of the former
Point Sur Naval Facility (NAVFAC) have their own
military and Cold War-era history.  Established in
1957, the facility was once part of a worldwide
network of defensive listening stations that
tracked the movement of Soviet submarines.
NAVFAC Point Sur is one of the few remaining
Sound Surveillance System (SOSUS) facilities,
and the only one remaining on the West Coast.
For the most part, other SOSUS facilities were
parts of larger military complexes, while Pt. Sur
was established as a stand-alone, self-sufficient
base. This facility complex is considered to be
historically significant.

Aerial view of Point Sur State Historic Park

 

View of former Naval Facility from promontory
Public Concerns
The following is a summary of public concerns
that we heard at the first public meeting:

Regional Comments
! Safety is a concern (access from Highway

1 and the remoteness of the park).
! Preserve the sense of isolation at Point

Sur.
! Keep visitor use small-scale.
! Restore the viewshed at Point Sur as much

as possible.
! Respect privacy of Point Sur residents with

some kind of screening.
! Coordinate with regional planning.
! Avoid turning Point Sur SHP into a

“Gateway to Big Sur.”

Comments on the Use of Facilities
! The Lightstation and the Naval Facility

should have separate access and
interpretation.

! Provide space at the Naval Facility for
volunteer organization for ongoing
restoration efforts, as well as a gift shop.

! Relocate access points and roads.
! Provide affordable housing.
! Possibly use the Naval Facility for a

Community Health Center.
! Provide space for a youth hostel or other

similar community use.
! Create a staging area at the old

schoolhouse site.
! No new buildings or paving.

Comments on Cultural Resources
! Completely restore the interior of the

Assistant Keeper’s Quarters.
! Restore bowling alley on the Naval Facility

for public use.
! Restore some of the missing historic

features of the Lightstation (i.e. tramway
and dock).

Comments on Interpretation
! Provide more interpretation (displays, etc.).
! Interpret the historical significance of both

facilities.
! Provide interpretive facilities that are

accessible.
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 Continue to provide employee housing in existing
single family houses at the Naval Facility.

 Provide for park maintenance and administrative
needs at the Naval Facility through reuse of
select buildings.

 Enhance views to the ocean by demolishing
buildings at the Naval Facility that are structurally
unsound.

 Consistent with historic values, provide
vegetation to screen undesirable views of the
Naval Facility.

 Enhance wildlife habitat with native plant
restoration and exotic plant control.

 Protect sensitive species and habitat by
restricting access to certain areas.

LTERNATIVE #2  -  Park access
nd historic interpretation at the
aval Facility

This alternative will preserve and interpret the
istoric Lightstation and Naval Facility and provide
ublic access to the Naval Facility property. Public
arking for Lightstation tours will be provided at the
aval Facility and an existing building will be
dapted for use as a tour staging location. Here
ocents can manage shuttle tours to the Lightstation
y reservation and provide interpretation for visitors
ho may not take a tour. Some dilapidated
tructures on the Naval Facility will be removed to
nhance views towards the ocean, but the historic

ntegrity of the facility will be preserved. Structures
hat are preserved will be stabilized or adapted to
erve park housing and administrative needs. Self-
uided walking tours will provide interpretation of the
aval Facility. Employee housing areas will remain
losed to public use.

ey Assumptions: Replaced or added to the
ssumptions listed under alternative 1:
 Public access to Lightstation tours as proposed

in Alternative 1 would be a less than ideal
solution; safety is still a concern.

 Because the Naval Facility has been determined
to be a significant historic resource from the Cold
War, public access and on-site interpretation
should be provided.
ALTERNATIVE #1
Improvements to On-going Uses

This option will preserve and interpret the
historic Lightstation and Naval Facility. The Naval
Facility will continue to serve park housing and
administrative needs and remain closed to public
use. Some dilapidated structures on the Naval
Facility will be removed to enhance views
towards the ocean, while the historic integrity of
the overall Naval facility will be preserved. Public
parking for Lightstation tours will be provided at
the old schoolhouse site (next to Highway 1).

Key Assumptions:
! Public access to Lightstation tours can be

unsafe and inconvenient.
! Due to difficult access and its small size,

public access to the Lightstation should
continue to be provided by reservation only.

! Employee housing that led to the purchase of
the Naval Facility by State Parks remains a
critical need.

! The Naval Facility is considered to be a
significant historic resource from the Cold
War, and the Department believes its
significant features should be preserved.

! Consistent with preserving the historic values
of the Naval Facility, views to the ocean from
Highway 1 should be improved wherever
possible.

Objectives:
! Provide appropriate treatments for the

Lightstation buildings within the primary period
of significance (1887-1939) and provide public
tours by reservation only.

! Provide a safe staging/parking area for
Lightstation visitors at the old schoolhouse
site on Highway 1; provide tour shuttle to "the
base of the rock".

! Preserve salvageable elements of the unique
Cold War-era Naval intelligence gathering
facility; protect the integrity of remaining
structures with appropriate stabilization or
adaptive reuse.

! Keep Naval Facility closed to the public
! Interpret the naval facility (off-site) with

interpretive panels at the schoolhouse site
and the Lightstation.



Point Sur State Historic Park General Plan
Objectives: Replaced or added to the
objectives listed under Alternative 1:
•  Provide public access to the Naval Facility

to provide interpretation of Point Sur State
Historic Park.

•  Establish a tour staging location at the
Naval Facility adapting an existing structure
and parking area; avoid new structures that
would compromise the integrity of the
historic landscape.

•  Provide a safe staging/parking area at the
Naval Facility to provide access to
Lightstation tours as well as the Naval
Facility.

•  Interpret the Naval Facility on-site with
interpretive panels, self-guided walking
tours, and through the Information Center.

ALTERNATIVE #3  -  Broader
reuse and interpretation of
Naval Facility structures

This option will preserve and interpret the
historic Lightstation and Naval Facility,
provide public access to the Naval Facility
property, and accommodate additional
adaptive uses of existing structures, including
appropriate community uses. In addition to
the elements of Alternative 2, this alternative
would allow historic structures at the Naval
Facility to house appropriate adaptive uses
such as a bicycle hostel, educational facilities,
or other compatible public uses.

Key Assumptions: Replaced or added to the
assumptions listed under Alternative 2:
•  Consistent with management objectives

for a cultural landscape, some salvageable
structures at the Naval Facility could be
adapted to appropriate uses that will further
benefit park purposes.

Objectives: Replaced or added to the
objectives listed under Alternative 2:
! Provide for appropriate, compatible

community uses at the Naval Facility.
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Implementing a “Vision”

Each alternative represents a possible
"vision" for the park that reflects the park’s
purpose, resource significance and potential
uses. The General Plan will establish a
direction for the park and help guide future
management actions toward realizing this
vision.  However, implementation of general
plan proposals is always subject to available
funding and future staffing conditions. To meet
these needs, the Department will continue to
coordinate with other agencies and
organizations, and may enter into partnerships
to meet long-term objectives.
THE GENERAL PLAN PROCESS
for Point Sur State Historic Park began in
November of 2001 and is scheduled for
completion in 2003.

This general planning effort is being
conducted in the following six planning stages.
Presently, we are developing alternatives for
public review and comment.

! Data Gathering
! Public & Community Input

" Develop Alternatives
! Draft Plan Preparation
! Public & Agency Review
! Final Plan Approval
Following this alternatives meeting, the

Point Sur General Planning Team will
formulate these ideas and suggestions into a
preferred plan, and begin to prepare the Draft
General Plan/EIR document.  At that time, the
Department will invite further public review and
comment.



Point Sur State Historic Park General Plan
We want to hear from you!

If you are not currently on our mailing list,
and would like to receive the newsletter
and notice about future public meetings,
or if you wish to send written comments,
please contact us at this address:

Attn: Point Sur SHP General Plan Team
Central Service Center
California State Parks
21 Lower Ragsdale Drive
Monterey, CA  93940

Phone: 831.657.6300
Fax:  831.649.7137

Email: PtSurGenPlan@parks.ca.gov
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Point Sur Lightstation
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The dramatic sight of the Point Sur
ightstation atop a massive rock at the
cean’s edge has long been a visual beacon

or residents and travelers in Big Sur.  Over
,000 park visitors each year join a guided
our up the steep road to the promontory.
rom there they are afforded spectacular
iews north and south along Central
alifornia’s rugged Big Sur coastline.

View of the beach north of Point Sur
For more information about
Point Sur State Historic Park and other
State Park units visit our web site at:

www.parks.ca.gov

mailto:PtSurGenPlan@parks.ca.gov
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Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2002
Time: 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Location: Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System

5 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Monterey CA
(located in Ryan Ranch Business Park off Highway 68)

Point Sur Stat
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Point Sur State Historic Park
General Plan Team
Central Service Center
California State Parks
21 Lower Ragsdale Drive
Monterey, CA  93940
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